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Who is the wise man that may understand this and
who is he to whom the mouth of the Lord has spoken
that he may declare it? Why has the land perished,
burnt up like a wilderness that none pass through? And

— o

estion of why the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed and the
Land left desolate was posed to the Sages and the prlti’]:)h:;ts
(Nedarim 8la). None could explain until HaKadosh Bmm‘l.n :
Himself revealed that it was a result of hav.ing fursaker}.the’ ,ma ;
The Gemara continues that the failure to listen to God's voice an

he qu
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walk in the Torah's ways refers to their failure to recite bircas

hgTorah,

Rabbeinu Yonah asks how this seemingly obvious fact — tha‘tﬂ t?e
Torah was forsaken — could have eluded the Sages and prophets? To

{1 others. The Gemara in Yoma says that the

the Lord said, “Because they have forsaken my Torah, *
which | set before them, and have not obeyed My Voice,

nor walked therein” (Yirmiyahu 9:11-12).
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~positive or negative, brings perfection to the limbs
and sinews of our bodies and our souls. The more
mitzvot we do, the greater the level of perfection we
achieve. By the same token, if we lack mitzvot, we will
suffer_deficiency in the limbs to which the missing
commandments correspond. In order to produce one
perfect, whole human being, we must have a full
complement of mitzvot.

1® Would anyone agree to such an outrage? The
answer is obvious. The body has no spare parts, and
no sane person would willingly forgo even the smallest
piece of the smallest limb. We want a whole, fully
functioning, fully equipped body.

This is our attitude towards our physical selves,
and it makes sense. But somehow, when it comes
to spirituality, we are much more laid back. We
&alr_n_ly_ allow_ourselves to lack crucial mitzvot and
indispensable_knowledge of many portions of the

Torah. We overlook the fact that our deficiencies in

Torah and mitzvot are. dgﬁgié‘rlcjgs in_our personal
wholeness. Why should we tolerate them, when they
are readily correctable?
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and idolatry. Why, then, did Yirmiy
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destroved because of immorality. murder

ahu mention only the failure to
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all found some excuse that allowed them to turn down God’s offer.
Finally, God offered the Torah to the Jewish people.

“Yes! Yes!” they responded. “Naasch venishma. We will do

whatever God tells us to do, and we will hear.”™ They didn’t ask
any questions. They didn’t offer anv excuses. They just accepted
the Torah wholcheartedly, even though thev did nort vet know H
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what it contained.

God turned to the angels and said, *Who revealed this secret to

myv children? How did thev know that saving ‘maaseh venishma

I would like to ask a bit of a daring question. Were the Jewish

people right in neglecting to ask what is written in the Torah? Was

it wise to accept the Torah withour asking what it contained? One

might sav that the other nanons actually acted quite prudently. »2 YN 1 90 RN TJ'\TT?LH PAN 0IN 72 99 Wy D DY MY
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Thev were not about to make a commitment they couldn’ keep,
so they wanted to know what they were taking on. But what about
the Jewish people? Wasn't it rash of them not to ask about what
was in store for them? What it God had told them that the Torah

forbids one to speak a word ot slander or gossip throughout one’s

entire life? Would they have Been just as cager to jump in?
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What exactly did the Jewish people want to show by accepting —
the Torah blindly rather than first asking what 1t contamed? What
did they know that the others didn’t’ What was the secret of

-

naaseh venishma?
1

1] R T -
r;\ctl:al!\', these exalted words revealed a profound understand-

ing of the nature of Torah, of the vast power of the Word ef God.

The Jewish people khaw full well that if they would inquire abour
what the Torah contained they would undoubtedly encounter

many rules and prohibitions that would seem too difficult to keep.

They knew tull well that their capabilitics would not measure up
to the requirements and demands of the Torah. But thev also
% knew that receiving the Torah would transform them, that it

would infuse them with’new strengths and powers so that the dit-

ficult and the-impossible would suddenly become not only possi-
ble_but a way of life.
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Rav_Yosef Dov &lgvg'lgighjh points _to the difference

between the first five commandments and the second five.
The first five relate to bein adam laMakom, the relationship
between man and his Creator. Everyone understands thati

these decrees are of Divine origin. But the second five, the set

that relates to bein adam lachaveiro, the relationship of man
to. his fellow man., may not seem to be Divine in origin. “You
shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not
steal. You shall not lie. You shall not covet.” We think we
understand these Commandments on a different level. They
appear to be the rational attempts of society to regulate and
profect itself. Do we need a Divine decree to tell us these

things? They seem_self-cxplanatory and sell-cvident. ‘After

all. what kind of society would sanction murder and adultery?
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_ Although they may seem logical to us, that logic is not
the rationale for these Commandments. We do not refrain
from murder and adultery only because it makes sense to us.
We refrain because Hashem has forbidden these things. That
is why Hashem first spoke all the Commandments at once. It
was to impress upon us that they are all the same, that they
are all unfathomable Divine decrees that we must obey with-

out question because such is the will of Hashem:

3\

In today's society we see clearly the difference between a
selrcular prohibition of murder and a Divine one, If murder js for-
bidden because we consider it logical, then ch@g -alttitudes |
can permit abortion, euthanasia and oven infanticide, which is

not unhe i i ieti
%r ard of in certain societies. But when the prohibition is

Divine, it is absolute. We do not obey because it makes sense

to us. We obey because we bow to Hashem's will.
w 10 Hashem s wi




The Mabharal (Tiferes Yisrael 24) explains that the Torah
which is of the “seichel elyon” — “supreme intellect” could
only be properly transmitted to a receptacle of gashmius — a
physical entity, i.e. humans. Humans were created in the
‘tzelem Elokim” — “image of G-d.” Angels do not possess this
tzelem Elokim. Angels are similar to machines, computers
capable of supreme intellectual and physical efforts,
unimaginable by man. However, the “thought of Hashem” is
directed only to receptacles which are a reflection of Hashem.
Only man possesses tzelem Elokim, the image of Hashem.
Torah is communicated from its source, Elokim, to its
intended receptacle, the tzelem Elokim. It was never intended
to take any other route to man. Angels, as perfect as they are,
are mere robots. They have no bechirah — free will — as we
understand it; they see and understand events so clearly, that
there is no room for doubt. Any sane human being standing
on the ledge of a roof knows enough not to step off. It is
manifestly clear in his mind that to step off the ledge would
be. fatal. Similarly, angels possess such clarity of
understanding that doubt of Hashem is never a factor in their
actions. Torah was directed to creatures capable of doubt; the
Torah's light is directed to illuminate the gray areas of man’s
existence. An angel, due to his clarity of thought, sees
everything in terms of black and white; there are no gray
areas. Man needs Torah to remove the gray areas, so that he
may ascend toward the level of the angels.

i IR e .
The angels are described as creatures that are omdim —

“standing still’ in the berachah that Hashem gave to
Yehoshua the High Priest (Zechariah 3:7). As great as they are,
they have no potential for growth. Man however, is
described as a “mover”: “If you walk in my statutes...”
(Vayikra 26:3). Similarly, Shlomo Hamelech, in describing the
spiritual journey of man uses the term:

E% C\"O\ Sln.p:, _.K. 6M
)} i’ The world was as i
) as mute, as the voice
proclaimed, “I am the Lord your God . . .” To that voice [the Midrash
continues] there was no echo . . . [it soudnded alone in a silent world] that
humanity might know there is none other beside Him.*?

s

__This, says Scripture, was_“a great voice, v'lo yasaf": ' for the Midrash
it means, “and it went on no more”—no écho extended it. But for our text,
yasaf might be connected with sof, “end,” so that the phrase would mean,

“and it did not end™: As the Hassidic R. Judah Aryel T8 of Ger motes in

”Iﬂs_s_'tum_ﬁmm._xhal._mm_vmcc indeed did not stop then; an echo has

reverberated and resounded thereafter from Sinai, day after day, calling out,
Woe to the people for the Toral’s humiliation.

_g R. Moses Alashkar!®! notes that when Moses brought the Torah to
the Israclites, they replied as one, “All that the Lord has spoken, we will
do and we will heed.”** The echo could well derive from that enthusiastic
affirmation: In R. Joshua b. Levi's poetic vision, the mountain before which
this answer was shouted sends forth cach day a plaintive echo, wondering
why it goes unremembered; why our people by and large overlook the Torah,
lcaving it forgotten in its corner, gathering dust. So, continues the Sage's
vision, is the Torah humiliated, deeply shamed. Then woe to our people for
this sorry state of affairs.

The accumulated heritage of woe reaches the individual also. Peopre
today are unhappy, disturbed, anxiety-ridden, and psychologists and psychi-
atrists are kept busy. Yet many manage to live without anxiety and the
dubious blessings of psychotherapy, because the Torah fills their lives; it

glves them values to live by, and a purpose to live for. It gives them stability.

* Perhaps our text connotes that for anything that must occur every day,
b'’chol yom vayom, the Heavenly echo from Sinai exhorts us and reminds

us that we need a_corresponding daily dose of Torah, The business-world
is often described as a jungle. We need Torah to teach us how to be more

3¢ YR5Y M1 YN OTNA 9N 0
S0 man goes to his eternal home... (Koheles
12:5), _

denoting that man‘siaguldoes not remain stationary, but is
constantly on the move. As imperfect as man is, he p

the potential for growth; Torah is the vehicle for that growth.
3H

Hashem initially articulated the Torah and mitzvos as a
very complex intellectual spiritual discipline, a level
understandable only to the angels, not to man. In order to
make the mitzvos understandable to man, Hashem had to
translate them into a corporeal form. Hence, the mitzvos of

sukkah, tzitzis and tefillin, for example, are actually a
mundane expression of a more complicated spiritual ideal.

e possesses

Man is incapable of fathoming their essence; they were
therefore transformed into a simpler palpable form. The
angels always understood Torah in its original lofty terms;
they never considered it in its elementary human form. What
impressed the angels about Moshe’s argument was the fact
that the simple materialistic translation of these complex
ideals demonstrated that the Torah was actually targeted for
humans from its very inception. o )
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Rabbeinu Yonah answers that in fact the generation learned Torah
constantly and fulfilled the mitzvos. That is why the Sages did not
recognize that they had forsaken the Torah. But if so, how did they
fall to such a level that they committed the three cardinal sins? Why
didn’t their Torah learning protect them? To ashem_replied
their Torah learning was lacking, as seen from their neglect of the
blessing over their learning.

lfQ Let us try to understand what dimension the blessing adds to
Torah learning and how this deficiency is hinted to in the verse itself
Yeshayahu (Yeshayahu 28:10) castigated the Jewish people for
serving Hashem, “Command by command, line by line, a little here,
and a little there.” His rebuke was based on their failure to integrate

the observance of all the mitzvos into a unified service of God. Just as
Hashem is One i }
request of man. As the verse says, “What does the Lord your God ask
‘of you other than that you fear Him?" (Devarim 10:12). What
Hashem demands from us is a constant awareness of His presence
and of our obligation to emnulate Him and act according to His will.
All the 613 mitzvos are in fact expressions of emunah in Hashem (see

'f?’ Thus there is more to leading a Torah life than merely observing

613 rules. The ultimate goal is to understand the implications of each

mitzvah in the context of the overall Divine will that must shape our
personality, outlook, and actions. In addition to_shemiyah lekol
Hashem — listening to God's voice and obeying His commands —
one must also have shemiyah bekol Hashen — listening into God «
voice, an understanding of the implications and meaning of those
mitzvos in their broader context. Qbservance of the Torah tzav

letzav, kav lekav,” ie, rule by rule, without sensitivity to the aspects
of Divine will revealed in each mitzvah, is inadequate

Yaakov told Esav, 1 lived with Lavan and kept all 613 mitzvos
and didn't learn from his evil deeds.” Keeping the 613 mitzvos and
not learning from Lavan's evil ways are two separate things. Only if
one seeks God's will within the mitzvos, can he create a Torah
hashkafah, a character and lifestyle that precludes being influenced

by Lavan's evil ways
That was the deficiency of the generation of the Churban. They
kept the mitzvos and learned Torah, but did so perfunctorily.

Maharsha to Makkos 23b).

Lh_'Since we are human beings in a physical world, we cannot relate to
God’s will without it being broken down into segments that we can
deal with individually. Imagine a globe of the world encased in a
larger globe. In the outer globe, 613 small windows are cut, each
window exposing a small portion of the surface of the enclosed globe
A composite picture from all the windows would yield a view of the
globe within. So, too, the individual mitzvos are merely partial
.manifestations of God's one, all-inclusive will. Each mitzvah is a

With their mouths and lips do they honor Me, but their hearts are far
from Me, and their fear of Me is as a commandment of men learned
bv rote” (Yeshavahu 29:13).
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Al of this is symbolized by the failure to make a berachah prior to
learning. The berachah begins, “vTmyna =
of the mitzvah is to sanctify us and to inspire us to holiness. The
second berachah emphasizes that the purpose of Torah is to make us
“3@w Ww,. — those who know and emulate God's character trajts in
order to develop a complete Torah personality. And the third
berachah emphasizes, “Dmy %31 13 03 WK” — that God has
chosen us from the nations of the world and given us the
responsibility to become a nation of Kohanim and a holy people. The
berachah enjoins us not to merely hear the words, but to consider
iHeir implications.

F@_ this reason we refer to an observant Jew as a shomer Torah
u'mitzvos. At first glance, the reference to bath Tarah and mitzovos
seemns redundant. The intention is to emphasize that jn addition to

mitzvos, this person observes the Torah, the complete expression of

God's will.
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